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sir, 

THO*  my  Retirement  into  the  Country,  from  the 
Hurry  and  Noife  of  a  populous  and  bufie  trading 
Town,  to  enjoy  a  more  healthy  and  pleafant  Air, 
the  fweets  of  Solitude,  and  my  felf,  in  ferious  Con- 
templations of  the  Inability  of  Mundane  Affairs, 
has  deprived  me  of  a  Perfonal  Conversion  with  fo  honeft  and  in- 
genious an  Intimate  as  your  felf,  in  whofe  Society  and  Senti- 
ments I  was  always  fo  extremely  pleas'd  and  delighted,  that  I 
thought  my  withdrawing  from  London,  one  of  the  greateft  Calami- 
ties in  that  kind  that  could  befal  a  thinking  Man ;  yet  I  muft  with 
great  Satisfaction  acknowledge  my  Obligations  to  your  Learned 
Pent  in  the  Abfence  of  your  worthy  Perfon,  in  taking  all  Op«» 
portunities  by  an  £/>//?0/*ryCorrefpondence,  to  aflTure  me,  tho*  I 
am  out  of  Sight,  I  have  ftill  a  Place  in  your  Memory  y  and  di- 
stance of  Miles  has  not  extinguish 'd  our  mutual  Friend/hip,  fo 
.early  began,  fo  happily  continued,  and  which  I  hope  and  pray, 
may  not  only  be  as  durable  as  our  Lives,  but  defcend  to  our  Po* 
fterities.  Now  as  this  Familiar  and  obliging  Converfation  merits 
on  my  Part,  a  grateful  Acknowledgment;  (o  I  am  not  without 
Hopes,  that  it  will  procure  me  Indempnity  on  yours,  for  taking 
the  freedom  in  Anfwer  to  your  laft  Letter,  to  remind  you  of  your 
mi/apprehending  the  true  State  of  Publicly  Affairs,  in  relation  to 
our  felves,  as  iVhigs,  Republicans,  Antimonarchifls,  Dijfenters, 
or  what  other  reproachful  Epithets  our  Tory- Ad verfaries  are 
pleas'd  to  confer  upon  us :  And  to  Lament,  that  your  Self  and 
too  many  of  our  other  fajl  Friends,  are  at  prefent  eagerly  pur* 
filing  fuch  Methods  for  the  Re-eftablifhment  of  the  Good  Old 
Caufe,  and  preferving  themfelves  in  profitable  Pofts,  as  without  a 
Miracle  will  Ruin  both,  and  envelope  the  Whigs'xxx  Contempt 
and  Derifion,  for  forfeiting  the  great  Power  and  Advantages  we 
have  lately  had,  by  ambitioujly  endeavouring  to  Engrofs  the 
Whole  ;  of  which  Miftakes,  in  Honour  and  Honefty,  I  think 
xny  felf  oblig'd  co  Caution  you. 

That  I  am  perfectly  of  your  Religion,  and  have  the  fame  Nx> 
tions  in  Politicly  with  your  felf,  is  not  to  be  doubted  at  this 
time  of  Day.  We  fat  many  Years  together  in  the  fame  Pew, 
under  the  Miniftry  of  Mr.  Burgefs.  We  Weekly  kept  the  fame 
Clubs,  always  Polfd  for  the  fame  Members,  Mayors,  and  Sheriffs, 
and  were  boch  Elders  of  the  fame  Congregation  ;  and  yet  I  can- 
not forbear  entring  my  Protefi  againft  the  Meafures  in  your  laft 
letter,  nor  fiiare  in  the  feme  Joy  which  you  feem  to  have  receiv- 
ed   in'  a  Vi&dry  over  the  Tory  Party,  the  Dodlrin  of  Non  Re- 
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fifiance  and  Pajfive  Obedience,  and  the  Queens  Hereditary  Right 
to  the  Crown  of  Great  Britain,  France  and  Ireland.  I  fay  not 
this,  as  if  I  was  inclin'd  to  flrifc  Sides,  or  change  my  Opinion  $ 
No,  far  be  fuch  a  Thought  from  me,  I  am  entirely  fatisfy'd  thac 
We  are  pofitively  in  the  Right  and  our  Adverfaries  in  the  Wrongs 
and  yet  I  cannot  but  fay,  thac  the  violent  Heats  and  Indifcretion 
of  many  of  our  Friends,  inftead  of  making  our  Condition 
better,  have  render'd  it  mpcb  worfe  than  it  was  before  the 
Struggle  began. 

We  were  at  Eafe,  in  perfedl  Tranqpiky,  every  one  of  us  (chaf 
yvould)  fat  at  quiet,  unmolefted,  under  cur  own  Vines  and  Fig- 
trees.  We  fufFered  no  Perfection  for  our  Confciences  in  matter$ 
of  Religion  ;  we  were  not  forc'd  to  go  to  the  Steeple-floufes,  nor? 
bow  our  fvnees  to  Baal.  The  Pcenal  Laws  were  taken  off;  the 
Scourge  was  no  longer  fhak-d  over  our  Heads  ;  we  were  protected 
by  the  Government,  equally  with  the  reft  of  her  Majefty*s  good 
Subjetfts ;  Tolerated  by  Law,  apd  bad  the  Royal  Word  for  main- 
taining that  Toleration.  We  had  all  the  Freedom  we  could  ask^ 
all  the  Liberty  we  could  defire  ;  and  what  Qccafion  then  wa$ 
there  to  contend  for  more  ?  The  Tythe  or  Gleanings  of  thefe  Im- 
munities in  fome  former  Reigns,  would  have  been  thought  aq 
ineflimable  Favour  and  Bleffing;  but  now,  tho*  we  enjoy  then} 
all  mfuli  Meafure,  heap'd  and  prefs'd  down,  and  for  fome  Year? 
jail  paft  have  had  zhelargeft  Share  of  the  Befl  Preferments  unde? 
the  Government,  according  to  our  Capacities  ;  yet  we  have 
wanted  Tongues  to  be  Thankful,  and  Hearts  to  be  Contented \  1$ 
not  this  a  Refle&ion  upon  our  Conduct? 

Hot  Headed  Men,  never  did  good  to  any  Caufe,  nor  Covet? 
ous  Hands  to  any  Society  :  They  that  cannot  know  when  they 
are  Well,  are  commonly  tampering  with  State- Drugs,  'till  they 
maketbemfelves  irrecoverably  out  of  Order  ;  and  they  that  un- 
dermine Pillars,  feldom  fail  of  bringing  down  an  OldHoufe  upoq 
their  Heads.  This  was  our  Cafe,  may  Heaven  divert  the 
Omen.  The  Tories  courted  our  Favour,  fnefll(d  to  us  for  mean 
Employments,  and  were  glad  to  lick  up  the  Crums  that  felj 
from  our  plentiful  Tables*  The  Government  warm'd  us  in  it$ 
Bofom,  ana  in  requital,  'tis  faid,  we  have  attempted  to  fting  it 
to  Death. 

Was  it  not  the  Height  pf  Folly,  Indlferetion  and  Madnefs,  to 
fay  no  worfe,  when  all  Things  were  at  Quiet  and  in  perfedfc 
Peace,  under  the  happieft  Reign  in  Nature,  and  under  the  Beji 
Princtfs  in  the  Univerle,  who  indulg'd  us  to  a  degree  of  Toward- 
ly  Children,  tofpum  againft  the  Breafts  that  gave  us  Suck,  an4 
.to  crpmp  the  Knees  whereon  we  were  Dandled  ?  What  Reafon 
;n  the  iName  of  Goodnefs,  had  the  Preachers  of  our  Party,  whi* 
tber  in  Steeple-Houfes  or  Meetwz-Houfes^  to  raife 
v^QkiL  —  "- 
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Dead  and  Buried ;  when  there  was  no  Caufe,  Pretence  or  Pro- 
vocation in  the  World  for  it !  Was  not  this  to  provoke  the  poor 
crawling  Worms,  the  Defpifed  Tories,when  we  trod  fo  hard  upon 
'em,  to  turn  againft  us,  and  tho'  we  had  cut  and  divided  'em 
into  very  Minute  Pieces,  to  Unite  in  Defence  of  their  Darling 
Dodtrines  of  Non  J{efi(lance  and  PaJJive  Obedience  ?  I  will  not 
pretend  to  guefs  at  the  fatal  Confequences  of  this  fyifh  Attempt, 
but  do  affirm,  if  it  fhould  have  an  ill  Effecl  upon  our  own  Par- 
ty, we  may  thank  our  felves  for  being  the  Agrejfors,  and  put- 
ting Arguments  into  the  Tories  Mouths,  that  the  profoundeft 
Scholars  among  the  Wioigs,  may  give  ill  Names  to,  but  can  ne- 
ver anfwer.  Is  not  this  to  confirm  the  Truth  of  what  the  To- 
ries throw  upon  us,  that  we  are  a  Sturdy,  Headftrong,  Malecon- 
tented  People,  that  are  never  contented  Full  nor  Failing  ? 

Certainly  'twas  want  of  a  Prudent  Foreftght,  and  a  Cool  Wife 
Confederation,  that  put  our  Preachers  upon  Advancing,  and  our 
Brethren  upon  Count  enancingjhe  Do&rin  of  Raffling  the  Supreme 
Powers  in  Co  Extravagant  and  Open  a  Manner,  before  they  were 
furer  of  Winning  the  Game  they  were  Playing.  Was  not  this 
/ixvakriing  thofe  that  call  themfelves  the  Loyal  Party,  and  putting 
them  in  Mind,  that  P^ffting  the  Supreme  Authority,  was  the 
DoChin  that  begat  all  the  Mifchiefs  and  Miferiee  of  Forty  One  ; 
that  raifed  a  Bloody  War  in  the  Bowels  of  the  Kingdom;  that 
Eutcherd^  their  Loyal  Anceftors ;  Plunder  d  their  Goods  ;  Seque- 
ftred  their  Eftates,  made  them  firft  Compound  for  their  own  i(e- 
venues,  and  afterwards  Decimated  them  at  Pleafure  ;  of  which 
their  Pofterity  feel  the  fad  Effects  to  this  very  Day  ?  Gan  their 
Ofspring,  think  you,  forget  the  F^avifhing  their  Predeceflfbrs 
Wtv  %  Sifters,  and  Daughters  ;  the  Burning  their  Haufes,  De- 
moliflring  their  Caftles,  turning  their  Temples  into  Stables,  and 
their  Barnes  into  Conventicles  of  Rebellion  ;  which  at  length 
terminated  in  the  Barbarous  Murder  (as  they  call  it)  of  the  Lord's 
Anointed;  Involving  the  Nation  in  Confu/ion,  and  as  they  (er- 
roneoufly)  fay,  Overturning  the  very  Foundation  of  the  Eftablifh'd 
Government  in  Church  and  State  ? 

Why  (hould  our  Vuwary,  tho'  jealous  Brethren,  put  thefe  I{c- 
proach'es  into  the  Mouths  of  the  Tories,  before  the  Age  is  of  Ma- 
turity to  diftinguiih  the  Right  of  Refiftance  from  the  Sin  of  Re- 
bellion ?  fince  they  perfe&Iy  know  that  our  Ignorant  Unfan- 
d-ified  Tories  have  neither  Wit  or  Grace  enough ,  to  make 
Allowance  (when  they  talk  of  Rebellion)  for  the  peculiar  Pri) 
viiedges  of  rhe  Saints  in  helping  the  Lord  againft  the  Mighty,  and 
that  the  Dictates  of  their  New  Lighted  Confciences,  cancel  the 
Obligation  of  all  Oaths  and  Duties  of  Allegiance.  Seafonable 
Holdings  Forth  are  the  Life  of  our  Caufe,  and  Mif- timing  the 
mi 
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How  could  any  Pious  Whig  reafonably  imagine,  that  whil-ft  . 
the  Queen  is  Honour'd,  Belov'd,  and  her  Government  Applaud- 
ed and  Approved  in  fo  extraordinary  a  Manner  by  all  her  Sub-  \ 
jedts,  that  placing  the  Right  of  Power  in  the  People,  tho'it's  one 
of  the  choiceft  of  our  Religious  and  Politick  Principles,  could 
be  an  Acceptable  Do&rin  to  the  Queen  Her  Self,  or  forne  Sort 
of  Her  People  that  know  no  better  ?  and  therefore  was  a  Sin  of 
Ignorance,  Weaknefs,  or  Wilfulness  in  Mif-riming  it  only,  fay 
fome  of  our  Party  ;  but  I  am  grieved  at  Heart,  and  troubled  in 
Confcience  at  thefe  unjuft  Proceedings.  I  am  not  at  all  concern- 
ed in  the  Tryal  of  Doctor  Sacheveral ;  but  if  Preaching  what 
in  Confcience  they  think  is  true,  be  tolerated  in  our  own 
Preachers,  I  know  no  Reafon  but  the  Do&or  may  come  for  his 
Share  of  the  Indulgence  alfo.  I  am  much  afflifted  at  the  repeated 
Prevarications  of  the  Whigs,  and  the  ftrenuous  Endeavours  that 
are  employed,  to  invalidate  the  Queen's  Hereditary  Right  • 
which  is  but  a  meer  Trick  to  keep  on  Foot  the  exploded  Do- 
d:rin,  that  the  Original  of  all  Power  is  in  the  People  :  And  who 
in  that  Cafe  will  be  interpreted  to  be  the  People,  is  no  difficult 
Matter  to  determine.  Her  Majefty's  Legal  Right  has  its  due 
Weight  and  proper  Signification  ;  but  I  cannot,  without  offering 
Violence  to  my  Reafon,  Judgment  and  Confcience,  confent  to  the 
laying  afide  her  Hereditary  Right  to  the  Crown,  until  the  Op- 
pugners  of,  it,  do  prove,  that  Her  Majefty  is  not  the  Legitimate 
Daughter  of  that  Unfortunate  Prince  the  late  King  fames  the 
'Second. 

I  am  furprized  to  hear  fuch  a  Noife  of  late  made  by  the  Whigs 
about  the  Pretender  ;  a  Prince  on  the  other  fide  of  the  Water,  a 
Jure  Divino  King,  nay,  and  fometimes  our  Rightful  and' Lawful 
King  fames  the  Third ;  at  a  Time  when  he  was  almoft  quite 
forgotten:  We  cannot  defend  our  Party  from  being  the  Sole 
Raifers  of  all  this  Difcourfe  about  him,  after  he  was  legally  Ab~ 
jttrd  and  Outlaw  d.  No  fooner  can  a  \>oov  filly  Tory  talk  of  the 
Queens  Hereditary  Right  of  Succefjfion  ,  but  fome  Fool-hardy 
Zealous  Whig,  will  be  flapping  him  in  the  Mourh  with  the 
Pretender,  the  Pretender!  And  what  can  all  this  Noiie  fignify,  but 
to  infinuate  that  there  is  a  Perfon  in  ths  World,  that  has  a  Prior 
Title  to  that  of  the  Queen,  by  Right  of  Inheritance  ?  Is  not 
this  doing  the  Tories  Work  for  'em,  whilft  we  are  bitterly  in- 
veighing againft  them,  for  pretending  to  promote  his  Intereft  ? 
Nay,  I  am  bold  to  affirm,  that  my  Ears  have  been  more  violated 
with  impertinent  Tattle  about  the  Pretenders  Right  for  the  laft 
paft  four  or  five  Months,  and  that  even  by  the  Whigs  themfelves, 
than  in  feven  Years  Time  before.  I  wafh  my  Hands  and  my 
very  Thoughts  from  being  concerned  in  thefe  Daring  Impudent 
Difcourfes,  that  tend  to  nothing  but  Affronting  ber  Majelty  and 
Clipping  her  Rightful  Authority  :    God  forgive  the  Authors  and 
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Abettors  of  fuch  Infinuations,  for  they  know  not  hdW  touch  Mif- 
chief  they  do. 

And  now  if  I  may  be  allowed  to  fpeak  the  Truth,  as  I  ufe  td 
do,  'tis  the  Horror  of  my  Soul,  to  find  fp  much  bare-fac'd  Difli- 
mulation  among  us,  that  glory  in  being  call'd  iVhigs,  and  pre- 
tend to  a  greater  Share  of  Truth  and  Sinterity  than  is  to  be  found 
among  the  Tories  ;  and  yet  there?s  little  or  no  Truth  at  all  in 
many  of  us,  if  our  Practices  are  confronted  with  our  Principles. 
Don't  the  JVbigs  accufe  the  Ceremonies  of  the  Churcrji  of  England 
as  Superftitiom^Popifh  and  Idolatrous  ?  And  yet  Bait  the  moft  kjgid 
Stiff- Rumpt  PPhig  among  us  with  a  Profitable  Place,  and  it  fairly 
Tolls  him  to  Church,  and  before  Prayers  begin  too  ;  he'll  Devoutly 
kneel  before  tfefc  Communion  Table,  and  with  abundance  of 
feeming  Zeal  and  Gravity,  receive  the  Sacrament  from  the  Hands 
bf  a  Church  of  England  Prieft^ho  has  his  Surplice  ^Tippet  zn&Scar* 
let  Hood  on  :  Tho*  he  was  fcarce  ever  at  Church  before  in  his  Life* 
jnor  never  will  go  again,  unlefs  he  is  tempted  with  another  as  ad- 
vantageous a  Motive,to  Debauch  his  Scrupulous  Confcience.  Is 'not 
this  Dijjembling  with  God  and  Man,  and  tranjlating  a  pretended 
Zealous  Whig,  intb  a  rfeal  Occafional  Hypocrite  f  Nov.  muft  it  be 
Omitted,  that  tho'  we  pretend  to  be  the  greateft  Enerhies  in  the 
Univerle  to  De/po/icl^  Governments,  yet  its  recent  ih  the- Nation^ 
Memory,  how  readily  we  fell  in  with  the  Meafuret  of  a  late 
King,  for  Subverpon  of  the  Church  and  Swe,  and  bringing  iq 
popery  and  Arbitrary  Power.  'Tis  true,  we  talk  of  owing  gear, 
Duty  to  the  Queen,  but  we  never  pay  it,  nor  efteem  Allegiance 
-due  to  any  Prince,  longer  than  it  fuits  without  Convenienciesf 
and  then  our  Lawful  Prince*  Turl^,  or  Pretender  is  all  alike  to  us? 
for  he  that  bids  faireft  for  our  Intereft  (hail  be  Declared  to  have 
the  befi  RJght,  and  we  never  fail  to  AJJifl  him  in  employing  as 
Arbitrary  a  Government  Oi  any  Emperor  of  the  Eaft  over  the  reft 
of  the  Nation,  fo  as  long  as  we  are  permitted  to  exercife  a  Li- 
centious Liberty,  who  never  yet  allowed  a  J^eafonable  one  t0 
others :  We  pretend  to  love  Monarchy,  and  yet  in  Truth  are  Pro- 
fefs'd  t{epulllcans. 

The  next  Particular  that  gives  my  tender  Confcience  fo  much 
Vncafinefs,  is,  that  1  plainly  fee,  for  want  of  Truth  and  Argu- 
ment^ our  Caufs  is  fupponed  with  nothing  but  abominable,  ap- 
parent Liesy  Falfhood,  and  Shunder;  witnefs  thofe  two  wretched, 
vho'  necejfary  Tools  of  our  Party  the  Ob/ervator  and  Review,  as 
the  Tories  call  em  ;  to  which  I  might  add  a  Neftling  Pen-Fea- 
ther d  Do$or,  that  to  his  Credit,  has  given  bimfelf  the  Liberty 
of  Publifhing  The  Thoughts  of  an  Homfl  Tory,  upon  the  late  Pror 
feedings  of  that  Party,  in  a  pretended  Letter  from  the  Country  t* 
k  Friend  in  Town  ;  when  there's  good  Reafon  to  believe,  thap 
that  Libel  tepk  its  Rife  not  far  from  §t.  fames'*  Church,  Wefi- 
iriinfter* 
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Thu*  we  are  made  to  aflume  any  Name,  Shape,  or  Figure,  or 
tfpoufe  any  Scandalous  Reports,  to  Abufe  the  Higb-Churcb  Party, 
which  in  the  Sequel,  upon  Examination,  turns  to  our  own  Re- 
proach, as  the  hardy  Inventers  and  Impudent  Ajjerters  of  the 
groffefi  Calumnies  and  mod  notorious  Falfhoods,  that  ever  was 
obtruded  upon  an  Over- credulous  People  ;  of  which  I  ftall  take 
leave  to  refrefh  your  Memory,  with  fome  known  Inflances  in 
Matters  of  FaB,  that  our  Party  Cannot  Deny  or  Palliate,  and 
confequently  muft prejudice  our  Caufe. 

That  Virulent  Party-Scribler,  as  the  Tories  call  Mr.  Daniel 
De  Foe,  Author  of  the  Review,  who  they  fay,  lives  by  Defama- 
tion and  Writing  to  the  Level  of  the  Mob ;  the  Mercenary  Mif- 
chievout  Tool  of  the  Whigifh  Lovp-Church  Party,  being,  as  rhey 
give  out,  ambitious  of  keeping  up  the  Imputation  of  a  Scur- 
rilous* proftitute  Pen,  arid  of  an  Infamous  Stigmati^d  Incendiary, 
that  he  might,  as  the  Tories  report,  with  the  more  Grace,  into- 
lerable Injuflice,  ^nd  no  lefs  Confidence,  reprefent  the  Church  of 
England,  as  by  Law  Eftablifh'd,  to  be  a  Perficuting  Church, 
and  compos'd  of  fuch  a  Set  of  Men,  who  have  broken  thro*  all 
the  Laws  of  God,  Nature,  Humanity,  and  their  Native  Country, 
to  Perfecute  and  Ruin  Her  Majefty's  Diffenting  Subjetls :  To 
prove  this  Allegation,  De  Foe  Publifhed  a  Lying  Scurrilous 
Pamphlet,  Entimled,  The  Experiment:  Or,  The  Shorteft  Way 
toith  the  D\Jf enters  ;  and  in  it  fets  up  one  Abraham  Gift,  whom 
he  calls  a  Diffenting  Minifier,  or  a  Preacher  to  a  Congregation  of 
Diffenters  in  the  Ifle  of  Ely,  and  who  had  fome  Time  before 
alfo  been  aConformift  Minifterin  the  Church  of  England,  legally 
Ordained  by  the  Lord  BiQiop  of  Chcfter,  and  a  Curate  at  Maney 
and  Wtlney  in  the  Ifle  above-named  ;  but  being  diffatisfy'd  in  his 
Confcience  at  the  Ufe  of  the  Liturgy,  he  left  the  Church,  and  fee 
up  for  a  Diffenting  Minifier. 

This  Man,  the  I{tviep>  (hows  as  an  Excellent  Preacher,  a  Man 
of  a  Pious,  Holy  Converfation,  and  whofe  Principal  Vifible 
Crime  was  Serving  God  according  to  bis  Confcience,  and  Teach- 
ing the  fame  to  others.  On  this  Man  the  I{sview  beftow'd  all  the 
kind  Words  imaginable,  infomucb,  that  you  know  it  procur\J 
Gill  a  Par  Purfe  to  defend  himfelf  againft  Higb-Church,  the 
Whole  Body  of  Diffenters  fas  was  fuggeftedj  being  concerned 
in  his  Profecution,  as  what  attended  themfelve?,  if  Things  were 
carried  at  the  Rate  he  reprefented  them,  I  wi(h  from  my  Heart, 
this  Matter  may  be  as  fubftantially  Proved,  as  its  confidently 
Afferted  $  otherwife  it  will  Scandalize  our  Righteous  Inten- 
tions. 

Nothing  was  then  more  loudly  and  malicioufly  difcourfed  in 
Coffee-houfes  by  the  Whigs,  than  the  Perfecution  and  caufelefs  Ruin 
of  that  Good  and  Holy  Man,  that  Eminent  Non-Conformift  Preacher 
Mr.  Abraham  Gill}    and   nothing  grieves  mc  more  ,  than  my 
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being  fo  much  concerned  in  fpreading  it  t  For  when  the  Tryal 
came  on  at  the  Queen V  Bench  Bar  at  Wcftminfter,  between  Gill 
and  the  Country  Juftices  of  the  Peace,  Clergymen  and  Gentle- 
men, whom  he  had  entred  an  Information  againft  in  that  Court 
of  Juftice,  for  an  illegal  and  malicious  Profecution  agaihft  him  in 
the  Country,  and  caufing  him  to  be  ImpreJJed  into  the  Army  as  a 
Vagabond:  When  our  Friends  the  Woigs  were  in  expectation  of 
carrying  off  their  Precious  Saint  in  Triumph,  quite  the  contrary 
happen'd ;  Gill  was  proved  in  open  Court  by  irreproachable 
Evidences,  to  be  one  of  the  greateft  Villains  in  the  World.  His 
pretended  Orders  were  proved  to  be  Forged,  and  that  by  no 
meaner  Teftimony  than  the  Bifhop  of  Chefter  himfelf ;  That  he 
had  three  Baftards  by  two  common  Strumpets,  his  Wife  being 
alive.  A  Cloud  of  Witneffes  of  the  beft  Credit,  and  among  the 
reft  by  the  Lord  Willoughby  of  Parham's  Letter,  he  was  proved 
to  be  a  moft  lewd,  infamous  Vagabond,  guilty  of  enprmous  Im- 
moralities in  his  Life,  a  publick  difturber  of  the  Peace,  a  com* 
rrion  Counterfeit,  a  notorious  Forger  of  two  Bifhops  Hands  and 
Epifcopal  Seals,  producing  the  very  Forgeries  themfelves  in  open 
Court;  and  when  he  was  detected  of  this,  and  excommuni- 
cated from  the  Church,  all  other  Trades  failing  him,  he  let  up, 
at  Jaft,  an  obfcure  illegal  Conventicle;  for  which,  within  two 
or  three  Weeks,  being  called  to  Account,  he.  was  found  uuquali- 
fied>  in  every  Capacity,  for  a  Teacher ,  and  the  Meeting  it  felf, 
even  in  the  very  Letter  of  the  Law,  to  be  little  better  than  a 
i{jot.  Upon  all  which,  he  was  committed  to  Goal  for  want  of 
Sureties  for  his  good  Behaviour,  where  he  was  Imprefs'd  into 
the  Army  ;  and  now  upon  the  whole  Evidence  on  both  Sides,  the 
Court  of  Queen's-Bench  difcharged  the  Information  in  moft  Pa- 
thetical  Expreffions  and  warm  Declarations  againft  the  Vices  and 
VUlanies  of  the  Informant  Abraham  GUI. 

You  know,  Sir,  how  furioufly  the  Whigs  cry'd  out  of  Perfe- 
cution  and  Cruelty  in  the  Church,  which  no  Man  would  have  been 
Better  pleas'd  to  have  heard  proved,  than  my  felf,  or  contribut- 
ed larger  to  the  Charge  of  doing  it;  but  now  to  find  all  our 
Attempts  againft  the  High  F'yers  turn'd  upon  the  W.ngs,  for  af- 
fixing and  protecting  a  notorious  Villain,  and  that  by  apparent 
Lyes  and  Falfhoods,  it  wounds  me  in  the  Tendered  Part,  as 
throwing  Infamy  and  Reproach  upon  our  whole  Party,  fcarce 
ever  to  be  attoned  for.  And  I  blufh  for  our  Friend  Mr.  De  Foe> 
ha  horn  I  have  a  great  ffteem  for,  with  refpefl:  to  the  many  con- 
siderable Services-he-has  done  the  Wings  ;  but  has  now  unwarily 
fallen  under  the  Lath  of  the  Tories,  by  vindicating  a  Vagabond 
Villain  under  the  difguife  of  a  Diffenting  Preacher ;  and  his  well 
Penn'd  Experiment,  which  I  fometime  read  with  no  ordinary 
Delight  and  Pieafure,  prov'd  by  Authentick  and  Undeniable 
Evidence,  ro  be  nothing  eife  than  a  Fardie  of  Mifreprefentations^ 
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Fatffications,  Forgeries  and  Perjuries,  Counterfeit  and  hnpofturc. 
O  teU  it  not  in  Gatb,  &c\  left  the  Tories  renew  their  Infults,  and 
the  few  Conscientious  Friends  we  have  lefc,  forfake  us,  as  un- 
worthy the  Name  of  Chriftians :  And  now  to  cornpleat  this 
Scheme  of  Villany  to  Dedicate  fuch  an  Infamous  Libel  to  the 
Queens  Majefty  (tho*  under  the  Rofe  I  hear  it  was  never  deli- 
vered to  Her)  is  fuch  a  Matchlefs  piece  of  Incorrigibility ,  as  no- 
thing on  this  fide  Hell  can  equal  :  And  tho*  I  cannot  but  love 
the  Man,  you  will  pardon  me  for  being  fo  warm  upon  the  Me- 
thods he  takes  to  fupport  the  Whigs,  which  if  perfevered  in,  muft 
Ruin  us  all  at  laft. 

The  next  Inftance  that  has  done  the  Diflenters  no  little  Injury 
in  point  of  Reputation,  was,  an  Accufation  clandeftinely  fram'd 
and  contrived  by  Mr.  Gravener  the  BaylifF,  and  feveral  orher  of 
our  tVfrig  Friends  at  Ipfwich,  in  the  County  of  Suffolk  :  Which 

Accufation  being  transmitted  to  Mr.  C or  to  Sec.  S— • 

they  obtained  an  Order  of  Coun— 1,  as  appears  by  the  Gazette 
of  March  17th,  1709,10.  that  Sve  Gentlemen  of  known  Merit, 
Worth  and  Reputation  in  the  faid  Town  of  Ipf'mcb,  viz.  Leice- 
fler  Martin,  Orlando  Bndgman,   Dover eux   Ed^ar ,  Mill ef on  Ed- 
£ur,  Efquires,  and  Dodor  $obn  Dade,  fhould  be   Profecuted  by 
Her  Majefty's  Attorney  General,  and  be  put  out  of  the  Com- 
miflion  of  the  Peace  by  the  Lord  Chancellor  ;  but  upon  a  Hear- 
ing of  the  whole  Matter,  it  plainly  appear'd  that  the  Gentlemen 
vietefalfly  Accus'd  by  the  faid  Rayl'iff  Gravener,  and  his  Accom- 
plices, and  accordingly  were  Difcharg'd.     Now  if  our  Friends 
rhe  Vf/oigs,  think  to  ferve  themfelves  and  advance  our  Interefts 
by  no  better  Methods  than    by  falfe  Accufations,  Lying  and 
Slaundering,  it's  eafie  to  prognofticate  our  Downfal,  when  our 
Ruin  is  fo  induftrioufly  contrived  among  our  felves. 

In  committing  fuch  egregious  Faults,  and  foeafily  prov'J,  we 
look  as  if  we  were  in  a  Con/piracy  again  ft  our  felves ;  and  that 
our  Caufe  was  Naught,  and  could  only  be  upheld  by  Ways  and 
Means  as  abominable  as  it  felf.  We  are  reviving  a  Dodtrine* 
that  coft  the  Expence  of  abundance  of  Blood  and  Tri$futex  in  a 
Civil  War  toeftablifh  it :  And  becaufe  of  late,  the  Sun  of  Succefs 
has  feem'd  to  fhine  in  our  Faces,  we  cry  our,  The  Day  is  our  ovon, 
before  its  a  quarter  fpent  ;  without  confidering  that  it  may  be 
clouded  in  a  Minute,  and  all  our  promifing  Hopes  vanifh  into  Air, 
'Tis  true,  we  have  fome  fteady  Friends  in  fepar.ate  Congregdti* 
ons,  that  ftoutly  maintain  the  Dodlrine  of  Hefiftance,  and  the 
Power  of  the  People :  But  believe  me,  there's  no  relying  upon  pur 
State-Whig  Friends,  or  our  Church-Whig  Friends,  How  eafy  is 
it  to  perceive  that  the  Prelate  of  Oxford  is  for  the  Do&rine  of 
fyfiftance,  through  his  whole  Speech,  and  yet  at  beft  be  is  but  a 
half- Friend  zo  us,  for  he  has  ruin'd  our  Cafufe  entirely  in  4  lines, 
in  faying,  that  no  perfonal  Faults,  no  Injuries  to  particular  Perfons, 
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n&rnogentral  Male  Adminiftration,  can  jlftlfy  the  Subjeils  Rejifi^ 
ihg  their  Sovereign  Prince*  And  if  this  be  true,  what  a  Condi- 
tion are  we  in  now  ?  Since  we  have  but  few  r\al  Freinds,  few* 
er  half  Friends,  and  many  Enemies;  it  behoves  us  to  wait  wich 
Patience,  to  treat  the  Tories  civily,  and  not  (hew  our  felves  in  our 
Colours  toofoon,  left  we  lofe  the  Hold  we  have,  ind  flip  a  lucky 
Opportunity  of  gaining  our  Point.  Our  Whig  Friend  Lambert^ 
loft  all  by  being  too  Peevifh;  Rafh  and  Open ;  and  our  Tory 
Enemy  Monk  gzin'd  all,  by  being  Clofe,  Friendly  and  -Rfferv'd. 

Another  thing  not  to  be  omitted,  is  the  counterfeit  Affumptions 
and  clandefiine  Infinuations  of  the  Dotlor  before  hinted  at,  that 
fondly  and  falfly  perfonates  a  Tory,  and  makes  him  fpeak  fo 
contrary  to  the  Sentiments  of  that  Party,  that  inftead  of  them 
he  makes  himfelf  Ridiculous.  'Tis  true,  be  has  Weaved  his  Stuff 
very  Artificially,  but  if  you  bring  it  into  the  true  Light,  neither 
Woof  or  Wharf  has  one  Thread  of  Truth  in'c ;  and  therefore, 
may  juftly  be  called  the  Pinkeman  of  the  Whigifh  DroBs,  that  nei- 
ther is  what  he  Teems,  nor  fpeaks  what  he  thinks  / 1  neither  know 
or  care  how  other  Men  regard  him  ;  but  for  my  own  Part,  I 
have  heard  fuch  a  Character  of  him,  that  I  never  defire  to  have 
any  thing  to  do  with  him  ;  for  inftead  of  Honouring,  he  defiles 
xhtWhigs  by  his  falfe,  feign  d,  noifome Suggeftions,  which  leave 
an  Odium  upon  our  Party,  and  grieves  every  honeft  Man,  more 
particularly  my  fel£  who  am  a  true  Whig,  and  confequently 
abominate,  all  mifreprefcntations  of  Perfons  or  Things,  though 
Ievelfd  againft  the  worfi  of  our  Advcrfaries. 

Again  how  can  we  excufe  our  felves  from  the  Reproach  that 
is  but  too  juftly  obje<5ted  againft  Us,  that  when  any  of  our  Friends 
the  publick  Writers  for  our  Party,  are  Profecutediox  high  Crimes 
and  Mifdemeanors  againft  the  Queen  and  Government,  there  is 
always  fome  Hole  left  in  the  Charge,  for  the  Criminals  to  creep 
out  at?  Our  Purfes,  you  know,  have  too  muchfmarted  already 
for  iuch  Artifices  and  Connivances  infomuch  that  the  thoughts 
of  fuch  indire<£t  Practices,  having  now  feized  my  Conference,  I 
cannot  forbear  fhewing  my  Refentments  of  this  kind  of  Foul  Play, 
and  to  pronounce  it  deteftable  and  injurious  to  our  whole  Tribe 
of  Diffenters.  Tricks  and  fubtle  Evajiom  of  Law,  may  laft  for 
a  while ;  but  at  length  will  hang  fo  heavy  about  the  Neck  of  our 
Republican  Caufe,  as  will  fink  it  firft  into  Contempt,  and  then 
inro  utter  Ruin.  Let  us  confider  this  feafonably,  and  not  be  im- 
pofrd  upon  by  others,  for  the  greateft  Clerks  are  not  always  the 
bfl  and  wifeft  Men.  Confcience  and  not  Artifice  (hall  be  my 
Guide  for  time  to  come  ;  for  the  hopes  I  have  in  another  World, 
will  not  fufferro  play  the  Knave  in  this. 

We  have  liv'd  too  long  in  thofe  very  wrong  ^rid  abfurd  No- 
tions of  doing  Evil,  that  Good  may  come  thereby  ;  to  boggle  at 
idthv»|  that  wIH  ferve  the  Ends  of  our  Party,  and  ruin  our  Ad- 
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Verfaries,  and  to  throw  Durt  and  Calumny  in  great  abunddnc* 
opon  the  Higb-Churcb  Folks,  and  then  be  Cure  fome  of  it  would 
ftick  upon  them  ;  witness  the  Load  of  Filth,  that  was  lately,  and 
in  fome  things  undefervedly  thrown  upon  an  Innocent.  It  is  not 
ten  Days  fince,  that  one  of  our  Friends  told  me,  That  he  hoped  alt 
the  Addreffors  would  he  Hang'd  the  next  Sejjion  of  Parliament,  and 
that  few  Men  met  Epifcopal  Clergy-men  in  the  City,  but  they 
jufilsd  ihem  into  the  Channel.  I  anfwer'd,  it  was  a  fcandal  ; 
Citizens  had  more  Manners,  and  he  ought  to  learn  more  Chrifti- 
an  Charity ,  than  to  Hang  fo  many  Men  for  fpeaking  their  Mirids% 
and  acting  according  to  the  Dictates  of  their  Confciences.  He 
reply'd,  I  was  going  to  turn  Trimmer,  and  left  me,  not  without 
adifcovery  of  too  much  Pajfion  and  Anger,  for  my  not  running 
with  him  into  the  fame  excefs  of  Folly  and  Madnefs.  Now 
judge  you,  my  dear  Friend,  whether  filch  Men  as  thefe  do  not 
lay  indelible  Stains  upon  the  Low-Church  Party  ?  How  does  it 
agree  with  our  Principles,  that  plead  for  an  univerfal  Toleration 
and  Liberty  of  Confciehce,  to  Hang  up  the  High  Flyers,  for  fcxer- 
cifing  the  Liberty  of  their  Confciences  ?  And  how  will  it  appear, 
that  we  are  Men  of  great  Moderation,  when  we  give  our  feJves 
the  Liberty  df  difcovering  fo  much  Bigotted  Heat  and  Fury,  and 
breath  out  little  elfe,  but  Fire  and  Faggot,  againft  the  Tory  Ad- 
drejjers*  Pardon  me,  that  I  cannot  help  foreboding,  thedifmal 
Confequencesthat  will  inevitably  attend  us  truly  Moderate  Whig$% 
if  fuch  unreafonable  and  unwarrantable  Practices  are  countenanced 
in  the  Incendiaries  of  our  Party, 

All  the  Nation  are  of  Opinion,  and  will  be  fo,  the*  we  ufe 
all  poffible  means  to  conceal  it,  that  our  trufty  Friends,  the  Au- 
thors of  the  Obfervator  and  Review  are  our  Penfwncrs,  and  that 
We  fupporc  them,  fince  their  tVeekJy  Papers  will  fcarce  defray  the 
Charge  of  Paper  and  Printing  ;  and  two  fuch  plentiful  Eaters 
and  Drinkers  cannot  live  like  Chamelions  upon  Air;  and  then  if 
We  maintain  em  or  but  own  'em  in  no  better  Capacity  than  the 
Tools  of  our  Party,  it  will  neceflarily  follow,  that  we  alfo  owt> 
their  Principles,  and  concur  with  their  Printed  Sentiments  of 
Men  and  Things.  And  fince  Mr.  Defoe  writes  in  the  Name  of 
All  the  Diff enters  in  England,  why  may  we  not  be  juftly  charg'd 
wi:h  juftifying  the  Murder  of  King  Charles  I.  Since  he  can  find 
no  difference  between  the  Wet  Martyrdom  of  King  Charles L 
and  the  dry  Martyrdom  of  King  "fames  II.  and  the  other  fay«,  he 
cannot  blame  the  M$n  that  Detruncated  him.  Is  not  our  Party 
chargeable  with  Defoe's  barefaced  Affertion,  That  if  Jure  Divino 
comes  again  upon  the  Stage,  the  Queen  has  no  more  BJght  to  the 
Crown,  than  my  Lord  Mayors  Horfe  ;  and  that  Her  Subjetls  ought 
to  rife  up  againft  Her  and  Depofe  Her.  Are  we  not  juftly  charge- 
able with  threatning  the  Houfe  of  Common*  to  open  the  Maga. 
pne  of  original  Power  upon  them,  if  they  oontinn%4  **  fit>  doing  no- 
thing I 
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thing  ?  Are  we  not  liable  to  account  for  Ridpath,  the  Obfervators 
flirting  at  our  wellchofen  General,  and  fcurviloufly  treating  all 
Orders  and  Degrees  of  Men  in  the  Kingdom,  except  the  red  hot 
Wloiggs  of  his  own  Denomination  ?  Afethinks  we  fliould  utterly 
renounce  thefe  Principles,  and  then  we  abdicate  our  Caufe ;  or 
keep  them  warm  under  a  clofer  Cover,  and  not  (hew  our  Folly 
and  Indifcretion  in  proclaiming  what  we  ought  to  conceal,  and 
hugging  the  Men  we  (hould  banilh  as  thePefts  of  Human  So- 
ciety. 

Are  thefe  the  Men  and  the  Maxims,  that  muft  entitle  us  to  the 
r  Favour  of  the  Queen  and  Government  ?  Is  it  poflible  any  Go- 
vernment in  the  World,  how  Meel^  and  Merciful  foever ,  can 
fuffer  it  felf  to  be  thus  Abus'd,  Traduc'd  and  Threatned,  by  its 
profefs'd  Enemies,  and  that  too  with  Impunity?  Have  we  no 
Friends  left  to  checl^  thefe  Exorbitancies?  We  have  jet  the  Pens 
of  thefe  and  many  other  Whigs  a  running  againft  the  Govern- 
ment, and  don'c  you  think  it  is  yet  time  to  ftop  their  Carier,  be- 
fore they  break  the  Necks  of  the  whole  Party  ?  Let  them  that 
think  fo  take  it  for  their  Pains,  for  my  Parr,  I  glory  in  being  (it 
feems)  the  only  Stanch  Whig  that  dares  remind  his  Friends  of 
their  Faults,  and  dired:  them  to  the  proper  Methods  to  rectify 
their  Miftakes  before  it  too  iate. 

We  loudly  complain  of  the  Profancnefs  and  Debauchery  of 
others,  when  the  word  of  thofe  Crimes,  with  all  the  aggravating 
Circumftances  in  Nature,lie  at  our  own  Doors.  Our  Authors  fay, 
that  wherefoever  you  meet  a  Swearer, a  Drunkard  or  a  Whoremonger^ 
upon  Examination  you  will  certainly  find  him  to  be  a  Tory,which 
had  been  better  omitted  than  aflerted  ;  for  the  High-Flyers  in  re- 
turn, tell  us,  that  Whig  and  Whoremonger  are  convertible  Terms, 
and  in  plain  Englifo  fignify  the  fame  thing.  Tnat  if  the  Tories 
fwear  unawares,  the  Whigs  make  nothing  of  breaking  Solemn 
Oaths,  by  Staging  F(efiftance  in  the  place  of  Obedience  to  the  Su- 
preme Powers :  If  they  do  not  Swear,  yet  they  Lie  fo  abominably 
that  no  Body  believes  when  they  fpeak  Truth  ;  and  That  they 
have  little  need  of  Drink,  that  only  Thirft  after  Blood. 

Nay,  the  High-Flyers  go  farther,  and  chalenge  us  to  produce 
an  Infiance  of  any  Man  of  Figure  among  the  Tories,  that  ever 
Debauch'd  an  Orphan  committed  to  his  Care,  and  prevaifd  with 
her  to  levy  a  Fine,  to  deprive  the  right  Heir  of  his  Inheritance, 
and  fettle  her  Eftate  on  his  Merry-Begets  I  Or  of  any  Perfon  in 
the  whole  Lift  of  Tories,  that  ever  lent  a  cei^in  Innocent  Blunt 
Taylor  one  Hundred  Pounds,  and  then  threw  him  into  the  Fleet 
Prifon  for  it,  and  feiz'd  his  Wife,  as  the  beft  Goods  or  Chattels 
the  poor  Man  had,  and  kept  her  for  his  own  Ufe  and  Occupati- 
on !  I  hope  neither  of  thefe  Stories  are  true,  and  mention  tbem 
for  no  other  Reafon  but  to  (how  the  danger  of  Recriminating, 
and  upbraiding  others  with  Faults,    that  we  are  more  Guilty  of 

our 


(  «5  ) 

aur  felves ;  which  is  a  great  misfortune  among  the  Whigs ;  they 
lave  more  Eyes  than  Argus  Abroad,  and  blinder  than  Moles  at 
■Home.  Poflibly  you  may  think  thefe Reflections  are  too  fevere 
on  my  Part,  but  I  hope  I  may  be  allow'd  to  declare  the  Truth, 
and  fo  difcharge  my  Confcience,  that  I  may  not  partake  of  other  , 
Mens  Sins,  or  flatter  my  Whig  Friends  to  theDeftru&ion  of  their 
Caufe  and  Themfelves. 

What  aNoife  has  been  long  made  by the  PolitickWhigs  and 
Dijfenters,  under  feveral  Denominations,  about  the  Magazine  0/ 
Original  Power   in   the  People  ?  the  Original  Contract  between  the 
Sovereign  and  the  Subject  ;  and  I  know  not  how  many  more  Ori- 
IginalsM  limited  Allegiance,  and  the  unlimited  and  unalienable  Flight 
of  [{efifiance,  which  certainly  are  the  moft  defirable,  and  would 
be  the  moft  welcom  Records  in  the  World,  to  Men  of  our  Prin- 
ciples ;  who  hate  to  be  Limited  by  any  Laws  or  Cuftoms,  but 
thole  of  our  own  Humours  and  Interefls.  We  are  in  no  little  wane 
of  all  thefe  Originals,    and  diligent  fearch  has  been  made  after 
*em,  but  hitherto  to  very  little  Purpofe:  Tis  true,  not  longfince 
I  was  in  great  expectation  of  it,  upon  hearing  a  Gentleman  talk 
as  Confidently  on  that  Subjedt,  as  if  he  had  had  the  very  Original 
Contraft  in  his  Pocket ;  but  after  all,  it  vanifh'd  into  an  unintelli- 
gible   Phantom,  called  an  Implication,    Anglice  a  New  Nothing, 
and  fo  I  retum'd  into  the  Country  as  Wife  as  I  came  out*     Why, 
do  our  Whig  Friends  abufe  and  banter  us  at  this  Vile  rate  ?  Had 
not  his  Silence  on  that  Head  been  more  Edifying  like  a  Quakers 
Meeting,  *cill  we  had  opendd  the  Magazine  of  Original  Power, 
and  rnadefuch  an  Original  ContraEi  as  would  belt  fuit  with  our 
own  Convenience.     To  be  ferious,  let  our  Friends  fpeak  Truth* 
or  be  filent,    our  Good  Old  Caufe  wants  Power,    not  Shams   and 
Falfhood  to  fupport  it  •  if  the  cannot  make  our  Condition  better 
let  them  not  make  worfe  by  Chimerical  Suggeitions  without  Pro- 
bation. 

Another  Aflertion  of  fomeLearnM  Whigs,  does  no  lefs  offend 
me  than  the  former,  viz*  That  Preaching  Pajjive  Obedience  and 
Non>F{efiftance  in  any  Cafe  whatfoever,  is  teaching  Men  to  t\ebel&n& 
to  take  up  Arms  againft  Her  Majefty.  For  my  part,  I  think  k 
downright  Nonfenfe,  or  at  beft  a  forcd  Conftrutlion,  if  fo  inter- 
preted ;  for  no  Man  in  his  Senfes  could  mean  it.  Nay  if  the 
Preacher  himfelf  fliould  aver  that  to  have  been  his  Meaning,  he 
ought  to  have  been  fent  away  immediately  to  Bedlam,  to  cleaa 
Straw  and  a  dark  %oom,  rather  than  into  the  Coftody  of  the  Blacky 
Upd*  Now  peradvenmre  you  will  fay,  I  am  pleading  the  Caufe 
of  the  Tories.  No,  I  utterly  deny  it ;  I  am  talking  on  behalf  <o£ 
ZJnfophifi seated  ${cafon,  Genuine  ConftrUcHon,  and  unbribed Confer 
queme,  and  if  that  be  a  Fault,  1  (hall  glory  in  being  accounted  a 
Criminal,  in  fcove  Mens  Apprehenfions*  What,  can't  a  Mao  he 
^^^^^jn^zhz{jm&nme  he  muft  be  a  JWg  only  fit  to  be  ion- 
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pos'd  upon  ?  Can't  a  Man  be  a  Republican,  but  he  muft  be  d< 
priv'd  of  bis  £(eafon  f  Can't  a  Man  be  a  Dijf enter,    but  he  mufi 
forfeit  his  Vnderftanding,  and  turn  Brw/7  to  prove  he  has  a  i^jr jV| 
»*/  Sto«/  ;    No,   if  thefe  are  the  Terms  of  Admiffion  into  fom$ 
Mens  Friendfhips,  I  (hall  continue  a  Stranger  to  'em :  And  if  thel 
Colliers  Creed  to  believe  Blindfold,  muft  be  thought   Chriftianity\ 
let  my  Soul  remain  among  the  Pbihfophersf 

Nor  can  I  with  any  pretence  to  I{eafon  or  Confidence,  Invert! 
any  Mortal,  with  one  of  the  Prerogatives  of  God  Almighty,  to] 
know  another  Alans  Thoughts,  and  to  Interpret  his  Meaning  bet- 
ter than  he  can  himfelf,  as  fotfie,  and  they  no  mean  Whigs, have  I 
lately  pretended  to  do;  which  I  am  of  Opinion,  is  a  bold  Im*  | 
pofition  upon  Mankind,  and  fo  dangerous  in  the  Confequence,  that 
no  Man  can  be  fecure  of  his  Life,  Eft  ate  or  Liberty,  where  fuch 
a  wicked  Suggeftion  (hall  prevail ;  for  if  another  Perfon  that 
neyer  faw'me  before,  (hall  be  allow'd  to  know  my  Thoughts  and 
interpret  tpy  Meaning,  contrary  to  my  plain  and  exprefs  Words, 
be  has  the  Power  to  difpofe  of  me  at  his  own  Will  and  Pleafure, 
I  urge  not  this  in  favour  of  any  Perfon  whatfoever  ;  but  with 
fpecial  regard  to  our  felves,  as  Whigs  and  Dffinters  ;  for  if  as 
the  Tories  affirm  already,  that  our  Words  and  Actions  are  liable 
to  their  nholefom  Severities,  how  fatal  would  be  our  Deftiny,  if 
they  fcrutini2*d  our  Thoughts,  and  were  allowed  to  interpret  our 
Meanings}  Such  Proceedings  as  thefe,  amaze  and  flagger  all  the 
World,  and  fome  well- meaning  People,  that  were  halting  in  their 
Opinions  between  God  and  Baal,  between  the  Eftablifh'd  Church, 
and  but  Indulg'd  Meeting- Houfesyare  now  entirely  confirmM  from 
our  own  Management,  that  if  Parties  •  and  Factions  encreafe  in 
the  State,  and  Schifms  and  Seditions  multiply  in  the  Church,  the 
Whigs  are  the  fole  Caufe  of  them,  who  care  not  if  the  whole 
World  were  in  Broils  and  Confufeon,  (o  their  own  Dtfigns  were 
anfwer'd,  and  their  perfonal  Piques  Reveng'd. 

Nor  is  this  my  fingle  Opinion,  for  you  know  a  certain  Titular 
Lord,  who  is  intirel.y  in  our  Intereft,  has  told  us  by  Word  pf 
Mouth,,  and  in  Print  too,  that  the  former  Prejudices  of  the  Whigs9 
againft  what  we  call  High-Church,  begin  to  wear  ofT,  and  the 
Confcientious  and  Wifer  fort  of  Dijfenters,  flock  to  the  Steeple- 
Botifes  in  great  Numbers  :  And  for  ought  I  perceive,  if  this  kind 
of  Management  is  continued  by  our  Party,  and  we  perfecute  the 
Tories  for  Dijfenting  from  us,  in  no  leis  considerable  Inftancqs, 
than  Refilling  or  not  Refilling  the  Supreme  Power,  which  is  the 
only  Quarrel  between  us ;  I  fhall  alfo  be  tempred  to  bid  Adieu  to 
the  Herd  of  Whigs,  and  abandon  the  Caufe,  I  have  hitherto  jbotlj 
in  Purfe  and  Perfcn,  fo  zealoufjy  Efpous'd  and  Defended. 

How  can  we  excufe  or  Palliate,  our  crying  out  againft  Popery 
and  Popifh  Principles,  when  at  the  fame  time  we  are  fiercely  op* 
poling  the  Church  of  England,  which  muft  beallow^Uo fa£_tj 
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main  Bulwark,  againft  the  Invafion  of  Upmijh  Superftirion  and 
Idolatry,  and  whofe  Members  were  the  only  Perfons  that  ftetnd 
the  Inundation  of  Popery,  and  Arbitrary  Power  in  a  late  Reign, 
whilft  we  cajold,  flattqr'd,  Addrefs'd  and  Congratulated  the  un- 
fortunate Prince,  who  was  then  Eradicating  the  Proteftanc  Reli- 
gion !  and  which  is  altogether  as  bad,  we  are  now  fetting  up  the 
Do&rine  of  Hefiftance,  which  is  undeniably  a  Popi/h  Do&rine, 
and  was  calculated  to  fupport  Popi/h  Tyranny,  in  Dethroning  fe- 
cular  Princes ;  and  that  we  Inculcate  too,  under  the  happy  Reign 
of  the  bed  of  Proteftant  Princes.  Why  do  we  thus  heap  Con- 
tradiction upon  Contradi&ion,  and  Faffity  upon  Falfity  ?  When 
our  own  Offences  are  already  grown  fo  Mount ainou$yth2Li  they  arc 
in  open  view  of  all  the  World,  and  fome  of  our  befi  Friends 
have  occasionally  reproached us  with  them. 

We  complain  of  a  violent  Perfecution  rais'd  againft  us  in  the 
Reign  of  King  Charles  II.  and  the  Tyranny  exercifed  over  our 
Confcienees  ;  which  I  mentioning  the  other  Day  to  one  of  our 
Friends  in  the  Country  of  known  Integrity  ;  he  defir'd  my  filenct 
on  that  Subjedt ;  for  fays  he,  We  poor  unfortunate  Whigs  are  fo 
Unhappy,  that  in  our  Selves  or  our  Anceftors,  we  have  been  in  a 
higher  degree  guilty  of  the  fame  CWww,than  we  can  juftly  charge 
zheTories  with. We  were perfecuted  in  King  Charles  11.  Days,  its 
true;  but  if  we  look  baqk  to  the  fyigu  of  the  firft  Wto^gs,  except 
thofe  in  the  Reign  of  Edw.  II,  I  mean  the  Parliament  that  rais'd  a 
War  againft  King  Charles  I.  we  may  find  an  Qrdonancc  of  that  Par- 
liament ywhich  they  caus'd  to  be  printed  and  affix'd  to  the  DireRo- 
ry,  ftricftly  prohibiting  theufeof  the  COMMON  PRATER  noc 
only  in  Churches  and  Families,but  even  in  a  Mans  Private  Clofit, 
under  the  Penalty  of  5/.  for  the  firft  Offence,  ioA  for  the  fepond* 
and  *c7.  and  a  Years  Imprifonment,without  Bail  or  Mainprize,for 
the  third  :  Now  fays  he,  I  cbalenge  you,  and  all  the  Friends  we 
have,  to  produce  fuchan  Inflame  in  King  Charleslh  Reign,  of 
Perfecution  and  Tyrannising  over  Mens  Confciences,as  this  was : 
And  then  he  left  me  tp  con(ider,wherher  Taciturnity  would  not  be 
more  commendable  among  the  Whigs,  than  reproaching  the  Tories 
with  our  own  more  apparent  Tranfgreflions  in  the  fame  Inftances* 

We  accufe  the  Tories  with  Over-Greatning  our  Proteftant  Prin- 
ces, and  fliewing  too  great  a  Duty  and  Obedience  10  our  Sovereign ; 
or  to  borrow  the  Words  of  the  Author  of  the  Thoughts  of  an  ho- 
weft  Tory,  that  they  make  an  extravagant  noife  about  Obedience^  the 
Cloak  for  Turbulency.  And  yec  Mr.  Alfop,  a  Presbirerian  Preach- 
er in  We/iminftery  in  his  own,  and  in  the  Names  of  a  numerous 
Train  of  Wings  of  his  Congregation,  in  a  Printed  Addicts  gave 
thanks  to  a  Popi/h  Prince,  vi%.  the  late  King  James,  for  reftoring 
God  Almighty  to  his  Prerogative  over  Confcience  I  Was  not  this 
making  King  James  greater  than  God  Almighty,  that  ftood  in 
need  of  his  Affiftance  to  be  reftored  to  his  Prerogative  ?  Which 
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I alfo  thinkby  the  way ,  borders  upon  Blafphemy.  And  as  if 
this  was  iidt  fufficienc  to  fhew  their  Meaning,  they  wifli  their 
were  Windows  in  their  Breafls,  that  his  Majefty  might  fee  the  Sin- 
cerity of  their  Intentions  to  do  him  Service  ;  and  what  Service 
that  Monarch  employed  his  Tools  in,  is  too  well  known  to  be  re- 
peated, I  am  Ata'd  and  Confounded  with  the  Thoughts, 
that  fuch  Leading  Whigs  fhould  give  the  Tories  an  Opportunity 
of  upbraiding  us  with  being  Pcfifhly  AffeBed,  and  courting  a 
Prince  that  was  Exterminating  the  Northern  Herefy,  i.  e.  the  Pro- 
teftant  Religion. 

The  Tories,  we  fay,  Irifulc  the  Queen  and  Government,  which  I 
am  afraid  to  mention,  for  fear  of  being  told,that  a  Crew  of  Con- 
fident Whigs,  lately  took  upon  em  to  direct  a  certain  Blejfed  Sove- 
reign that  (hall  be  Namelefs,  in  the  Conduit  of  Family  Affairs, 
and  pretended  to  difcover  Dangers  in  the  wife  Methods  that  had 
been  taken  to  prevent  them.  Infhort,all  their Suggeftions  were 
meer  Chimera*s  ;  nothing  but  Apparitions  in  their  own  difturb'd 
Party  Imaginations,  and  yet  were'favourably  dilmifs'd,  though 
they  very  ill  requited  it,  by  giving  out  falfe  Reports  afterwards. 
At  fo  great  a  diftance  from  London,  I  know  not  how  well  you 
are  furnifhM  with  Whig  Books  and  Pamphlets.  Ic  has  been  my 
unhappinefs  to  meet  with  none  that  were  worth  the  Reading  on 
our  Side  5  and  therefore,  if  you  have  the  good  Fortune  to  en- 
counter any,  that  have  either  Modefty,  Wit,  Senfe  ovTruth  in  'em, 
pray  fend  them  by  the  Carrier,  and  I'll  return  the  Coft.  The 
Thoughts  of  anHoneft  Tory,  I  borrow'd,  Read  and  have  returnd 
it  with  more  Satisfaction,  than  I  had  in  perufing  it  ;  for  his 
Gown  fake  I  forbear  F(efie8ion,  and  leave  him  to  Mr.  C — •/  to 
life  him  as  he  deferves,  for  defiling  his  own  Nefty  and  Writing 
againft  the  Church  he  has  his  Br**3from.  He  has  an  Averfion% 
he  fays,  for  a  Wag,  and  I  have  a  greater  for  a  Counterfeit,  tha 
he  Writes  in  Favour  of  the  Whigs,  of  which  Number  I  am  one, 
as  far  as  it  confifts  with  my  Duty  to  the  Queen,  my  Love  to  the 
Peace  and  Tranquility  of  my  Country,  and  the  Welfare  of  the 
Proteftant  Religion,  in  all  which,  I  am  dear  Friend,  Tours. 


F   X   N   I  Si 


The  thoughts  of  an  honest  Whig  upon 
the  present  proceedings  of  that  party.. 
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